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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this document

1.1.1 This document has been prepared by the Applicant to set out the principal changes1

made to the draft Development Consent Order (DCO) from the version submitted to
the Planning Inspectorate on 27 March 2025 as part of the application for
development consent (Document 3.1(A)) [APP-007].

1.1.2 This document is therefore submitted together with:

(a) A revised draft DCO (Document 3.1(CD)) (clean); and

(b) A tracked version of the draft DCO showing all changes as between Revision
B (Document 3.1(B)) [AS-012] and the new Revision C (Document 3.1(C))
[AS-043] and the new Revision D (Document 3.1(D)).

1.1.3 This document is a ‘live’ document and will be updated (on a consolidated basis) by
the Applicant throughout the Examination.

1.2 Overview of changes made at Pre-Examination stage

1.2.1 Revision B of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(B)) was submitted at Pre-Examination
stage in May 2025 following the Section 51 advice issued by the Planning
Inspectorate. A further Revision C of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(C)) iswas
submitted to update the draft DCO to include amendments requested by the Section
89 letter received from the Planning Inspectorate on 8 July 2025.

1.2.2 Revision D is submitted to update the draft DCO to include amendments requested 
by the Section 89 letter received from the Planning Inspectorate on 5 August 2025. 

1.2.3 1.2.2 Table 2.1 lists the principal changes made by the Applicant within Revision B of
the draft DCO and, table 2.2 lists the changes made by the Applicant within Revision
C of the draft DCO, and table 2.3 lists the changes made by the Applicant within 
Revision  D of the draft DCO.

1.2.4 1.2.3 The changes made for the purpose of Pre-Examination fall into the following
principal categories:

a) Amendments made in response to Section 51 Advice received from the Planning
Inspectorate on 23 April 2025;

b) Correction of certain typographical and other errors identified as part of the
Applicant’s own consistency checks;

c) Amendments requested by the Section 89 letter received from the Planning
Inspectorate on 8 July 2025. ; and

1 This schedule does not include details of minor formatting changes or amendments relating to very 
minor typographical updates which do not affect the text of the draft DCO. All changes are shown in the tracked 
version of the draft DCO. 



d) Amendments requested by the further Section 89 letter received from the 
Planning Inspectorate on 5 August 2025. 

National Grid | JulyAugust 2025 | Sea Link 4



National Grid | JulyAugust 2025 | Sea Link 5

Article 5, Limits of deviation

2. Schedule of Changes at Pre-Examination

Table 2.1 – Schedule of Changes to Version A of the draft DCO [APP-007]

A minor amendment has been made to
update the paragraph cross-reference in
Article 5(1).

A minor amendment has been made to
correct the reference to the title of
Schedule 1.

Rationale for the Change

B

3.

B

Article 8, Application of 1990 Act

Change Made

 A minor amendment has been made in
Article 8(3) to keep the formatting of
cross-referencing to relevant Acts
consistent throughout the draft DCO.

B

Version
of dDCO

4. Article 10, Planning Permission

Ref.

Correction of a minor typographical error
in Article 10(3) to reflect that the provision
is making reference to Article 10(1) and
10(3).

B

5. Article 12, Application of the Permit
Scheme

1.

Correction of a minor typographical error
in Article 12(2) to ensure the correct
cross reference is to the sub-paragraph,
rather than paragraph.

dDCO Ref.

B

2.

Article 2, Interpretation
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Article 15, Temporary closure of
streets and public rights of way
and permissive paths

Minor typographical corrections in Article
13(4) and 13(5) to ensure that article and
section titles are accurately referenced,
and to avoid unnecessary repetition in
paragraph 4(a).

Minor typographical corrections in Article
15(1) and 15(4) to ensure that the plans
are correctly and fully named.

B

Change Made

B

Ref. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.

6.

8. Article 16, Permanent stopping up Minor typographical amendment in Article

Article 13, Application of 1991 Act

B

7.

Rationale for the Change
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9.

Change Made

11.

Article 17, Access to works

Article 21, Protective works

Ref.

A minor correction in Article 21(3) to
reflect that the Bramford to Twinstead
Correction Order.

Minor amendment to correct the
cross-referencing to the schedule as
Schedule 9 does not list the purposes in
column (3).

Version
of dDCO

B

12.

B

Article 25, Compulsory acquisition
of rights

Correction of two minor cross-referencing
errors in Article 25(3) and 25(4).

B

10.

dDCO Ref.

Article 20, Discharge of water

of streets and public rights of way

Two minor amendments have been
made in Article 20(10) and (11) to ensure
that the cross-references are correct.

16(1) to ensure that the cross-reference
wording is consistent with the title of
Schedule 7.

13.

B

Article 27, Temporary use of land
for carrying out the authorised

Rationale for the Change

Correction of minor typographical errors
including two schedule cross-referencing

B
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dDCO Ref.

Article 40, Extinguishment of
private rights and restrictive
covenants relating to apparatus
belonging to National Grid
removed from land subject to
temporary possession

project

Correction of minor typographical errors
in Article 40(3) to ensure that the
cross-referencing format is consistent, as
well as the inclusion of the article title to
ensure naming conventions are followed
throughout the draft DCO.

errors in Article 27(3)(a) and 27(5)(c).

B

Rationale for the Change

15. Article 50, Traffic regulation Correction of minor typographical errors
in Article 50(a), (b) and (c) to ensure the
correct columns are cross-referenced.

B

Change Made

16. Article 55, Procedure regarding
certain approvals etc.

Ref.

This amendment reflects that the appeals
process in Schedule 4 applies to any
documents referred to under other
provisions of the Order, in addition to the
Requirements.

Version
of dDCO

B

17. Article 60, Certification of Correction of a minor typographical errors B

14.
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B

19.

dDCO Ref.

Schedule 2, Plans

documents

Minor updates made to Schedule 2 to
correct certain typographical errors.

in Article (3) to update the schedule
cross-reference.

B

Rationale for the Change

18.

Change Made

Article 61, Services of notices

Ref.

Correction of a minor typographical error
in Article 61(3) to reflect that the
cross-reference is referring to Article
61(1).

Version
of dDCO
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Change Made

21.

Ref.

Schedule 3, Requirements
(Paragraphs 4(3) and 4(5))

Correction of minor typographical errors
in sub-paragraph (3) and (5) to ensure
cross-references are accurate.

Version
of dDCO

B

dDCO Ref.

22. Schedule 3, Requirements
(Paragraph 5(1))

Correction of a minor typographical error
in sub-paragraph (1) to ensure
cross-references are accurate.

20.

B

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 3, Requirements
(Paragraph 2(3))

23. Schedule 3, Requirements
(Paragraphs 7(4), 7(4)(l), 7(4)(m)
and 7(4)(n))

Correction of a minor typographical error
to reflect  that sub-paragraph 2(2) is not a
subsection.

Correction of a minor typographical error
ensure cross-references are accurate.
The removal of item (n) reflects the
Section 51 Advice provided to the

B

B
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Rationale for the Change

24. Schedule 3, Requirements
(Paragraph 9)

Correction of a minor typographical error
to ensure that the title of Article 27 is
accurately referred to.

Change Made

B

Ref.

25. Schedule 4, discharge of
Requirements (Paragraph 5(9))

Version
of dDCO

An amendment to reflect that the
appointed person must have regard to
the most updated version of the Planning
Practice Guidance published by the
Department for Communities and Local
Government.

B

26. Schedule 4, discharge of
Requirements (Paragraph 6)

Correction of a minor typographical error
in the definition of “relevant authority”.

B

dDCO Ref.

27. Schedule 2A, Counter-notice
requiring purchase of land
(Paragraph 1)

Applicant and removes duplication.

A minor amendment to reflect that the
“1981 Act” is already a defined term
which refers to the Compulsory Purchase
(Vesting Declarations) Act 1981.

B
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Version
of dDCO

Article 2,
Interpretation

Ref.

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

C

28.

dDCO Ref.

30.

Article 2,
Interpretation

Article 3,
Development
consent etc.
granted by the
Order

Table 2.2 – Schedule of Changes to Version B of the draft DCO [AS-012]

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

Rationale for the Change

C

31.

C

Article 10 (Planning
Permission and
Other Consents)

Change Made

The amendment to this article is intended to ensure
that the article applies to both planning permissions
granted under the 1990 Act and development
consent orders made under the 2008 Act.

C

29.
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Article 12,
Application of the
Permit Scheme

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

Change MadeRef.

C

Version
of dDCO

33. Article 14 (Power
to alter layout, etc.
of streets)

An amendment to reflect cross referencing updates
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

C

dDCO Ref.

34. Article 21
(Protective Works)

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

C

32.

Rationale for the Change
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Article 37
(Extinguishment
and suspension of
private rights)

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

dDCO Ref.

35.

C

Article 36
(Application of Part
1 of the 1965 Act)

37.

Rationale for the Change

Article 40
(Extinguishment of
private rights and
restrictive
covenants relating
to apparatus
belonging to
National Grid
removed from land
subject to
temporary
possession)

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

C

Change Made

C

38.

Ref.

Article 49 (
Defence in
proceedings in
respect of statutory
nuisance)

An amendment to reflect changes made in the
Bramford to Twinstead Correction Order dated 8
April 2025.

Version
of dDCO

C

36.
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Article 51 (Felling
or lopping)

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

Change MadeRef.

C

Version
of dDCO

40. Article 62
(Arbitration)

An amendment to reflect typographical changes
made in the Bramford to Twinstead Correction
Order dated 8 April 2025.

C

dDCO Ref.

41. Schedule 1 There are two tables of grid coordinates included
within Schedule 16 (Deemed Marine Licence under
the 2009 Act) which show the grid coordinates for
that part of the authorised development which is
seaward of MHWS. Table 2, which shows the limits
of deviation for an access bridge and overhead
cables over the River Stour, was not previously

Inclusion in Schedule 1 of a table of grid coordinates showing the limits
of deviation for an access bridge and overhead cables over the River
Stour.

C

39.

Rationale for the Change



National Grid | JulyAugust 2025 | Sea Link 16

dDCO Ref. Rationale for the Change Change Made Version 
of dDCO

42.

Rationale for the Change

44.

Schedule 3
(Requirements)

Article 1(5) 
(Interpretation)

This amendment widens the reference to the
relevant plans to reflect that there are other plans
(such as the Traffic Regulation Orders Plans
[APP-024]) also include points identified by letters
or numbers.  

An amendment to ensure consistency in the use of
defined terms throughout the draft Order.

Change Made

D

Change from requirement to ‘Requirement’ throughout, where
appropriate.

Ref.

45.

C

Article 10(2) 
(Planning 
permission and 
other consents)

Version
of dDCO

The amendment to this article adds an additional
reference to the 2008 Act which is intended to
ensure consistency with the references to both the
1990 Act and the 2008 Act throughout the article.

D

43.

46.

Schedule 4
(Discharge of
Requirements)

Article 13(7) 
(Application of the 
1991 Act)

This amendment updates the cross-reference to
the earlier paragraph. 

An amendment to ensure consistency in the use of
defined terms throughout the draft Order.

D

Change from requirement to ‘Requirement’ throughout, where
appropriate.

dDCO Ref.

47.

C

Article 15(10) 
(Temporary closure 
of streets and 
public rights of way 
and permissive 

included in Schedule 1. Therefore, this amendment
has been made to also include the second table in
Schedule 1 to ensure consistency across the draft
DCO.

This amendment updates the cross-reference to
the earlier paragraph.

Table 2.3 – Schedule of Changes to Version C of the draft DCO [APP-043]

D

Ref.
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paths)

D

50. Article 22(9) &(10) 
(Authority to survey 
and investigate the 
land)

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 9 and 10 to ensure cross-references
reflect SI drafting conventions. 

D

48.

Rationale for the Change

51.

Article 17(3) & (4) 
(Access to works)

Article 26(3) 
(Acquisition of 
subsoil or airspace 
only)

Update made to the cross-reference to Article 36
and other minor typographical errors to ensure
consistency across the draft DCO. 

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph (3) and (4) to ensure cross-references
reflect SI drafting conventions. 

Change Made

D

Ref.

52.

D

Article 27(3) 
(Temporary use of 
land for carrying out 
the authorised 
project)

Version 
of dDCO

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 3(a) and (b) to ensure cross-references
reflect SI drafting conventions.

D

49.

53.

Article 21(5) 
(protective works)

Article 27(5) 
(Temporary use of 

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 5 to ensure cross-references reflect SI

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 5(c) and (d) to ensure cross-references
reflect SI drafting conventions.

D

dDCO Ref.
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D

55.

dDCO Ref.

Article 27(12) 
(Temporary use of 
land for carrying out 
the authorised 
project)

land for carrying out 
the authorised 
project)

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 12 to ensure cross-references reflect SI
drafting conventions.

drafting conventions.

D

Rationale for the Change

56. Article 40(3) 
(Extinguishment of 
private rights and 
restrictive 
covenants relating 
to apparatus 
belonging to 
National Grid 
removed from land 
subject to 
temporary 
possession)

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 3 to ensure cross-references reflect SI
drafting conventions.

D

54.

Change Made

57.

Article 27(6) 
(Temporary use of 
land for carrying out 
the authorised 
project)

Schedule 1, Part 1, 
paragraph 2

Ref.

This amendment clarifies the list of works which
comprise associated development to make clear
that drainage works are intended to be included as
associated development.

Correction of minor typographical errors in
paragraph 6 to ensure cross-references reflect SI
drafting conventions.

D

Version 
of dDCO
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D

58.

Rationale for the Change

61.

Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7(1)

Schedule 3, 
Requirement 
14(1)(c)

Addition of a full stop to ensure grammatical
consistency. 

This amendment relates to the addition of a new
definition of ‘HGV’ to the definitions in Schedule 3
(Requirements). 

Change Made

D

Ref.

62.

D

Schedule 4, 
paragraph 3

Version 
of dDCO

Addition of a heading to paragraph 3 of Schedule 4  
to ensure consistency with other made orders. 

D

59.

63.

Schedule 3, 
Requirement 7(6)

Schedule 15, Part 
2, paragraph 9

An amendment to update the reference to the
electronic communications code to reflect that the
Telecommunications Act 1984 is no longer in force.

This amendment relates to the addition of a new
paragraph 7(6) to Requirement 7 (construction
hours). This specifies the severe weather
conditions referred to in sub-paragraph 4(g). 

D

64.

D

Schedule 16, Part 
2, Condition 1

dDCO Ref.

An amendment to update the design parameters in
Schedule 16 to reflect the correct length of cable
proposed. 

D

60.

65.

Schedule 3, 
Requirement 10(3)

Schedule 16, Part 
2, Condition 10 

An amendment to correct a typographical error.  

Addition of a footnote to reflect SI drafting
conventions. 

D
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